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Essay Question #1: Why do you want to become an urban school teacher in an underserved community? What life experiences and skills do you possess that would enable you to connect with your students and inspire them to learn?

The reason my heart is set on teaching in an underserved, urban community is because of a student I met while teaching at Elder Diggs Elementary in Indianapolis.  This initially tough, troublemaking student introduced himself to me as “Spiderman W.” As I got to know him, I learned that Spiderman was a sweet, lively kindergartener; over time he became one of my favorite students. It really affected me when he would get off the bus with bruises on his face and scabs on his lips and nose. Until I met Spiderman, all I had heard of were stories and statistics of abuse in this environment, but Spiderman was neither of these. Spiderman is the young man who taught me that I need to be a stable, reliable influence in my students’ lives. He showed me how important it is to be more than “just a teacher.” My influence has to reach beyond the time I have with my students in the classroom. 

I know I will have the privilege of working with many other “Spidermen” during my career as an educator. I work well with students from underserved communities because I am an effective communicator and mediator. I make sure that my students know what is expected of them when they are in my classroom. I also make sure they know that I care about them as individuals. In a physical education classroom, students have a tendency to release a lot of energy, which can result in conflict among peers. I work hard to ensure my students are always learning in a safe environment, as I am quick to resolve conflicts. I make it my priority to meet both their emotional and physical needs.   

